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We joined not knowing where we were going to serve, 

only that we believed God wanted us to do Bible transla-

tion somewhere in the world. 

One year later we had completed our training and were 

assigned to go to the Solomon Islands.  By faith we be-

gan the work of forming a team of  ministry partners to 

support the work in prayer and financial support to 

leave for the field.      WE GIVE THANKS TO THE 

LORD. FOR MORE THAN 40 YEARS HE HAS PRO-

VIDED FOR OUR EVERY  NEED THROUGH YOU, 

OUR FAITHFUL PARTNERS IN MINISTRY . 

IN JULY 1983 WE WERE ASSIGNED TO WORK IN THE 

ROVIANA LANGUAGE 

     We worked with Rev. John Pratt  who was al-

ready translating the New Testament into Roviana.  

He had recently completed his term as Bishop of 

the United Church.  We traveled to Munda to live 

in the village of Kindu and learn Roviana.    WE 

GIVE THANKS FOR THE ROVIANA FRIENDS 

WHO HELPED US TO LEARN ROVIANA AND 

TRANSLATE SCRIPTURE. 

A Time For  

Thanksgiving 

 

1983  Munda  Solomon Islands 

 

Rev Pratt and our predecessor 
David Synder 

Our first team of reviewers and 

translators 

1Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name;  

make  known his deeds among the peoples! 
2Sing to him, sing praises to him, 

tell of all his wondrous works!   Psalm 105.1 

THIRTY EIGHT YEARS AGO WE JOINED WYCLIFFE BI-

BLE TRANSLATORS ON NOVEMBER 30, 1981.   



WE ARE THANKFUL THAT THE LORD WHO  

through his faithfulness and grace enabled us to help the 

Roviana  people complete the Roviana Bible in 2017. 

Seven Roviana translators worked over the years, two 

completed the New Testament, and a total of seven 

worked on parts of the Old Testament. 

Four translators were present at the dedication. Three had 

gone home to be with the Lord so 2 of their widows repre-

sented them at the dedication. 

WE ARE THANKFUL THAT THE LORD WHO    

in His wisdom planned for the Roviana completion to 

happen at a time when modern technology allowed for a 

dramatized recording of the entire New Testament.  Solar 

powered players were available to make it easily accessible 

to inexperienced readers.  The Jesus Film was also pro-

duced and recorded for communicating the Gospel in 

movie form for young Roviana people to see and come to 

faith in Jesus.  He even provided the final Roviana trans-

lator to have skill in computers to be able to participate in 

the final checking of the manuscript. 

WE ARE THANKFUL  

for how the Lord pro-

vided Roviana men 

and women who 

worked over the 

course of the project.  

One man served 35 

years as treasurer and 

managed finances so 

that translators were 

paid each month 

while he worked with-

out pay.  Each transla-

tor brought some-

thing unique to the 

project.  Some were 

excellent in depth of 

vocabulary and cap-

turing difficult  ideas 

in English.  Some  had 

insight into how Rovi-

ana should be written 

for easy reading.  

Some bought experi-

ence as church leaders 

to know how Bible key 

terms were commonly 

expressed in the life of 

the church.  Others 

explained to me how 

Roviana was changing 

and were able to ex-

press the stories in 

good modern day 

Roviana.  Another 

was an excellent oral 

reader to help in re-

cording. 

Representatives of the 7 Roviana translators  
celebrate the dedication  of the Bible 



                                  
Pray for those who have received Bibles to receive the word of God, not 
as the word of men but as what it really is, the word of God, which is at 
work in those who believe.  (1 Thess 2:13) 

 

WE ARE THANKFUL FOR 
THE ROVIANA BIBLE  
DISTRIBUTION 

MANY WILL RECEIVE THE FIRST ROVIANA   
BIBLE THEY HAVE EVER OWNED 

ANOTHER 18 VILLAGES 

Another distribution trip 

is planned for December 

2019.   They plan to 

reach 18 new villages, 

and give Bibles to a po-

tential of 496 families 

possibly reaching 2,477  

new people. 

Many of these are mem-

bers of a cult church 

which worships their 

own leaders.   Pray that 

the Word of God would  

change lives and bear 

fruit to Godôs Glory. 

   

by Youth With a Mission 

(YWAM) volunteers who 

have made several trips to 

help distribute Bibles and 

play the Jesus Film in remote 

villages. 

Roviana people live in coastal 

villages and small islands 

throughout the Vonavona 

and Roviana Lagoons. 


